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“In my children’s  
memories, the  

adventures we’ve had 
together in nature will  

always exist.” 
Richard Louv, Last Child in the Woods
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A Community Treasure Begins To Shine

We had a long winter, even by Wisconsin 
standards. It seemed that no more than a 

few days passed before a fresh coating of snow 
made country roads even more treacherous.

Thankfully, that’s behind us! As projects at Erickson  
Wetlands begin to pick up speed, we embrace 
what will certainly be a lovely summer for bird 
walks, family jaunts and quiet chats with friends.

The Erickson Wetlands, named in honor of the 
Erikson family who helped make it a reality, is 
about to make significant strides this summer 
and fall.  

AmeriCorps NCCC, a long-running national service 
program engaging young adults from around the 
country, assisted with the installation of a foot 
bridge and boardwalk and made improvements 
to extend the trail system. 

Thanks to the Erickson family, Wisconsin DNR’s 
Stewardship Program, Paul E. Stry Foundation, 
the James E. Dutton Founda tion, the Village of 
Argyle, local businesses, volunteers, the Argyle 
Fund of the Community Foundation of Southern 
Wisconsin and YOU, people — young and old 
alike — can enjoy the serene, secluded ponds 
and experience the beautiful wildlife of Erickson 
Wetlands for decades to come.

Balancing habitat and public recreation

It’s important that the Erickson Wetlands be a place 
for inspiration, for connecting to nature and spend-
ing time with family and friends. But we also want to 
make sure that we foster wildlife habitat in a way that is  
compatible with these uses. 

To help us do just that, a team of ecological experts, 
Conservancy staff, and community volunteers undertook 
a one-day “Bio-Blitz” this spring to identify birds, flowers, 
reptiles, and amphibians. Their findings will be the basis 
for future habitat improvements and partnership work 
with the school’s science and enrichment programs. 

Would you like to participate in future activities? We’d 
love to see you — all are welcome. Find details for future 
events on our website, www.driftlessconservancy.org.

Keeping YOUR feet dry!  AmeriCorps members build bridge abutments so you can keep your feet dry during your next visit.

Te
rr

y 
M

cN
ei

l



CONSERVATION
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“It Just Makes Me Happy”

An invitation to conserve your land

Because it can be lost in a minute…

Thanks to growing community support, we are able  
to assist more and more landowners to explore if 
conservation is right for them and their families. 

For many, the thought of watching their land become  
developed after they sell it is a painful vision. So 
instead, they conserve it prior to selling the land.

Many find that it gives them great satisfaction to 
know that their family’s legacy will remain intact for 
generations to come. 

Sometimes, conserving your land is a way to reduce 
state and federal income taxes and may help with the 
transfer of property to the kids. 

Wayne Schuelke is a Cubs fan, a cheese maker, a 
champion snowmobiler, a hunter, a salesman 

and businessman, a pilot, a survivor of an F5 tornado, 
a wildlife enthusiast and a life-long conservationist.   

This past April, Wayne turned 90.  He’s been through 
a lot, yet his desire to make the world a better place 
has never wavered — especially for his hometown 
along Military Ridge.

Wayne got out of the dairy business after the 1984 
Barneveld tornado.  As windows exploded all around 
him, Wayne and his family raced to safety and sur-
vived what was one of the most powerful tornados 
in Wisconsin’s history. Through the chaos, Wayne and 
his family persevered. 

Year in and year out, Wayne has dedicated his life 
since that tornado to creating a wonderful mix of  
wildlife habitat and open meadows on his 550-acre 
farm. He loves sitting among the pines, watching 
wildlife and listening to the sounds of birds in the 
grasslands he’s established over the years.

His love of the land — for his community and for  
the relationship between nature and farming — is 
contagious. Standing on one of the many gently 
sloping hills of his farm and admiring the waving 
grassland and large patches of woodlands found 
throughout his land, he’s happy.  

If you would like to brainstorm about land conservation, please give 
Dave Clutter a call at 608.930.3252. All conversations are confidential  
to respect your family’s decisions. 

“I conserved  
my farm 
with the 
Conservancy 
because my 
family —  
all the work  
and history  
we have here 
together — 
and the wild -
life that share 
it, deserved to  
be honored.”  

– WAYNE SCHUELKE

“I can’t imagine a better place to 
live. I’ve seen so many beautiful 
farms disappear, and this was my 

chance—our chance—to make sure 
that our family says ‘thank you’ to 

those before us, and those to come, 
by making sure it will never become 

a sea of houses or paved over.”

The most spoiled chickens in Southwest Wisconsin – Wayne 
Schuelke feeds his chickens warm oatmeal each morning!  
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Women Stewarding More Farmland

More and more, women landowners are being 
recognized as critical partners in conservation. 

The percentage of farmland owned and/or oper-
ated by women is increasing. As land transfers 
from one partner to the next, senior and widowed  
women are more likely to own land than in the 
past. For many, this is a new experience. 

In recognition of this change, the Women, Food & 
Ag Network (WFAN), The Rural Women’s Project  
(a project of the Midwest Organic and Sustainable 
Education Service (MOSES) and Southwest Badger 
Resource Conservation and Development Council 
are hosting workshops and providing resources 
to women landowners to help them navigate the 
challenges of owning and managing farms.

Driftless Area Land Conservancy is pleased to  
partner with this effort to support, empower 
and assist women landowners in achieving their  
conservation goals

To find more resources for women landowners, you 
can visit womencaringfortheland.org, wfan.org, or 
mosesorganic.org/projects/rural-womens-project. 
Driftless Area Land Conservancy staff is here to 
help as well. Feel free to give us a call.

The 
percentage 
of farmland 

owned or 
operated  

by women  
is increasing. 

For many, 
this is a new 
experience.

PEOPLE & NATURE

We need your help —  
and so do other plants and wildlife.

There’s a plant that is squeezing out other plants 
that provide more food and better habitat for 
area wildlife, and it’s really invasive. 

Garlic Mustard arrived from Europe in 1868 and 
has been taking over the eastern United States 
ever since.  Brought over for cooking purposes, 
the plant has taken over countless acres of forest, 
inhibiting and smothering native plants as it 
dominates the spring understory.

This means wildlife have less food as garlic 
mustard soaks up sunlight and water that other 
plants need.

You can help:

1. Pull out and bag the plants before they go 
to seed. Each plant releases thousands of 
tiny, pepper-sized seeds that can quickly fill 
forests with the next generation of invaders.

2. Mow the plants before they go to seed to  
help reduce their spread.

3. Help your friends and neighbors control  
garlic mustard on their land, too. 

For information on garlic mustard, visit: http://dnr.wi.gov/
topic/invasives/fact/garlicmustard.html. If you don’t own 
property but want to help manage invasive species like 
garlic mustard, contact the Conservancy.  

Yuck! 

Safely conducted controlled burns are critical to improving 
grassland wildlife habitat.  Questions, please let us know. 

Garlic Mustard . . .
INVASIVE



“Wow!”     and “That’s so cool!” were 
common expressions among 

Lafayette County’s budding conservationists as 
they learned about the world of underwater inver-
tebrates. One even asked what he should study in 
school so he could spend his career working with 
aquatic insects — a conservationist in the making!

As children spend less and less time outside, oppor-
tunities for them to experience the wonders of  
natural areas are dwindling. So when all the fifth 
and sixth graders in an entire Southwest Wisconsin 
County gather to spend a day learning about conser-
vation, it’s a special opportunity to show them what 
the outdoors has to offer.

At the Lafayette County Earth Day Celebration, 
Driftless Area Land Conservancy staff introduced 250 
attending students to the world of aquatic inverte-
brates. Kids had the chance to search for clams, may-
flies, and even leeches that call the Pecatonica River 
in Blackhawk Memorial Park home.

Just a few days later, Argyle, Wisconsin high school 
students had an opportunity to take an in-depth look 
at the invertebrates living in the Pecatonica River on 
the Conservancy’s Erickson Wetlands. On a rainy 
spring day, students searched and strained their way 
through a muddy river sample teeming with life.
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For Kids, Small Critters Make a Big Impression

That’s so Cool! 
Argyle High 
School students 
pick, prod, and 
spoon their 
way through an 
assortment of 
seemingly alien 
critters that 
live in Erickson 
Wetlands.

Besides not getting to spend enough time outside, 
children rarely get a chance to look at the streams 
and lakes from the perspective of the creatures  
living under the water — a new perspective that they 
might ordinarily only associate with boats, fishing,  
and flooding. 

As the Erickson Wetlands becomes more accessible 
to the public, it will be a wonderful living labora-
tory for area schools and environmental education 
organi zations to get kids outside and experiencing 
the natural world.

KIDS IN NATURE

Conservationists in the making!

Lisa 
Kummer



2013 Revenue

Individual & Corporate Contributions $96,105

Foundation Grants $65,683

Government Grants $12,500

Grant for Land Acquisition* $209,497

Investment Return $9,196

Special Events/Other $2,977

TOTAL REVENUE $395,958

* Paid off loan for Erickson Wetlands

2013 Expenses

Land Conservation $98,214

Community Engagement Programming $52,884

Management & General $30,680

Fundraising $6,790

TOTAL EXPENSES $188,568

Current Assets 

 Checking/Savings $101,570

 Pledges and Receivables $28,000

 Prepaid Expenses $2,097

 Investments $172,817

 Land held for conservation $423,523

TOTAL ASSETS $728,007

 

Liabilities and Net Assets 

 Accounts Payable  $14,247

TOTAL LIABILITIES $14,247
 

Net Assets 

 Unrestricted $498,024

 Temporarily Restricted $215,736

TOTAL NET ASSETS $713,760

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $728,007

The challenges facing 
our lands, waters and 
wildlife are as pressing 
today as ever. But 
thanks to your support, 
we continue to build 
capacity to address the 
conservation needs of 
Southwest Wisconsin. 
However, we should 
always take time to 
enjoy nature!

So please join us at 
our beautiful new 
property — the Erickson 
Wetlands — and take in 
the wonders of nature 
by trekking our new 
boardwalk or paddling 
the meandering 
Pecatonica River.

If you have any 
questions about our 
programs or finances, 
please contact  
Executive Director  
Dave Clutter at  
608.930.3252 or dave@
driftlessconservancy.org.  
And thank you again  
for your partnership  
and support.

From our President, 
Peggie James
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637 Acres Protected in 2013

Thank you for your help!

Together We Are Making a Difference!
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ANNUAL REPORT 2013 Financial Statement

John C. Bock Foundation

Grant for Land Acquisition

Individual & Corporate Contributions

Foundation Grants

Government Grants

Investment Return

Special Events/Other

Sources of Income

Land Conservation

Community Engagement Programming

Management & General

Fundraising

Expenses

 Thank you to our Foundation and Corporate Partners

If you have included 
a bequest to the 
Conservancy as part 
of your estate plan 
please let us know.  
We value such a 
profound commitment 
to our mission and 
would appreciate the 
opportunity to thank 
you in your lifetime.

James E. Dutton Foundation



Field

I would like to have been
the man
who plowed this field,
so far back
in a seldom seen hollow
of southwestern Wisconsin’s
unglaciated uplands.

I would like to have had
my hand
on the wheel,
turning the old Farmall
across the headlands
where the white birches
stand guard
before the dark pine woods.
And to have looked back
over my shoulder
as the moldboards
sliced into last year’s crop,
turning the old under 
to feed the new.

I would like to have known
what he knew,
as the breath of new furrows
followed him, round
after round,
while the world spun on
in separate orbit
far beyond the hills,
leaving him
alone with his land,
doing just what needed 
to be done.

I would like to have been
the man
who plowed this field.

– DANIEL SMITH 

LANDMARKS

DONOR LIST

Your financial and volunteer contributions are having a significant impact  
on conservation in Southwest Wisconsin. Thank you for your partnership!

If you have any questions about our programs or finances please feel free to call Dave at 608.930.3252
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$10,000 and up
Douglas & Sherry Caves
Laurits & Beatrice Christensen
Stephanie Comer
Richard & Alice Godfrey

$5,000-9,999
Helen Boley
Jessie Bunn
Jim & Rumi O’Brien

$1,000-4,999
Steve Bablitch & Elaine Kelch
Anne Bachner
Doug Booth
Tim & Anne Connor
Jason Dinges
Rosemary Ehr
John Frautschi
Brad & Barbara Glass
Dick & Bonnie Grossenbach
David Kopitzke
Harold & Rosanne Krubsack
Jim Miller
Dale & Doris Moody
Gerd & Ursula Muehllehner
Eliot & Barbara Protsch
Jeffery & Deborah Ralston
James & Rose Sime
Susan Trudell
Willi & Gail Van Haren

$500-999
Dave & Carolyn Hahn
Paul Klawiter
Stephen & Hilary Loring
Judy Lovaas
Patricia Maddox
Charles Miller
Russ & Nancy Moody
Janet Scalpone
John & Allison Scherer
Michael & Susan Van Sicklen

$100-499
Christine Anding
Steve Apfelbaum & 

 Susan Lehnhardt
Neil & Mary Bard
Mary Kay Baum & 

 George Swamp
Sandra Bennett
Paul Biere & Ginger  

Brand-Biere
Paul & Linda Bishop
Darren & Joan Blankenship
Dora Brand
John Broihahn &  

Gabriele Lubach
Bill Burden
Robert & Caroline Butler
Richard & Kim Cates
John Church

Sherren Clark
John & Christine Coffin
Wallace & Peggy Creer
Avery & Eva Eliscu
Robert & Suzanne Ellis
John Fetters
Darrell & Sally Foell
Scott & Maria Fowkes
Jeremy Fox
Gary & Pamela Gates
Paul Gaynor
Boyd & Gay Gibbons
Terry Glanzman
Don & Irene Golembiewski
Gordon & Geralyn Grieshaber
George & Joan Hall
Bob Hansis
Jim & Susan Herrmann
John Hess
John & Karen Icke
Mickey & Peggie James
Jordy & Calliope Jordahl
Robert Kubicka & Claire Smith
Ted Landon
Howard Learner &  

Lauren Rosenthal
Bruce & Ruth Marion
Laird Marshall & Alice 

D’Alessio
Phillip Mayer
Mary Mayo
Brent & Deborah McCown
Mark & Brenda Mittelstadt
Thomas & Nancy Mohs
Doug & Megan Moody
Nancy Nichols
Tony & Darlene Nowak
Greg & Sheree Paradise
Ken Powell Jr.
Ricky & Marilyn Rolfsmeyer
Gregory Rossing
Frank Sandner & Caroline 

Beckett
Justin Schaefer &  

Katherine Haig
Bernard Schmelzer & 

 Denise Sullivan
Barb Smith
Frank & April Smith
Jim & Janice Spredemann
Elizabeth J. Stenbrenner
David Stute & Margaret Rasch
James Theler
Steve & Mary Thompson
Jon & Peggy Traver
Mary Trewartha
Ms. Kathryn A. Trudell
Tom Wallschlaeger
Frieda Whittington
Roger & Kristi Williams
Dan Wisniewski
Henry & Annie Woolsey

Tim Wright & Karen Ellzey
David Zavadsky
Matt Zine

$99 and under
T. R. Alan
Tim Alioto
Judy Anderson
Jan Anderson
Dave & Ruth Assmus
Dede Bangs
Mary Barr
Jeb & Barb Barzen
O.L. & Mary Bell
Dale Beske & Dorothy Gertsch
David Blume
Roger & Janice Boettcher
Jerry Bower
Deborah Cardinal
Charles Case & 

 Beth Ann Hamilton
David Caulum
William Cotey
Betsy D’Angelo
Kathryn Dejak
Bob Dillard
Michael & Becky Donahoe
Julie Eckenwalder
Terry & Penny Edwards
Jim Elleson
Ed & Carol Ellinghausen
Hildy Feen
Ruth A. Forrester
Boyd & Marcia Geer
Rosemary Godfrey
Ron Grasshoff &  

Terri Broxmeyer
Jeffery & Janice Grayson
Frank Grenzow
Donald & Constance 

Gronemus
Tom & Mary Beth Gunderson
Doug Hansmann & 

 Denise Thornton
Charles Harmon & 

 Rebecca Gilman
Don Hawkins
Anne Helsley-Marchbanks
Mike & Lisa Humke
Tom & Nancy Hunt
John Hutchinson &  

Cherie Brown
Nancy Hylbert
David & Virginia Jensen
Mary Jervis
Derek Johnson
Paul Kaarakka
Jane & Vincent Kavaloski
Claude Kazanski & 

 Madelyn Leopold
Miriam Kerndt
Richard King
Kathryn Kirk

Bernard & Sandy Knesting
Kimberly Knesting-Lund
Sally Konnak
Ray & Carol Krizmanic
Todd & Susan Kummer
John Kussmaul
Jack Ladinsky
Andrew Lewis
Jan Marshall Fox
Tim McCauley
Nancy A McGill
Curt Meine
Maxine Mittelstadt
Richard Moninski &  

Carole Spelic
Linda Mueller-Bouche
Charles Munch & 

 Jane Furchgott
Drs. Thomas H Nash III & 

 Corinna Gries
John & Carol Naughton
Jane Nee
Michael Nee
Doug Norgord
Paul & Lalay Ohlrogge
Stanley Oxenreider
Charles & Evelyn Payson
Dave & Gretchen Pearson
Harlen Persinger
Richard Piasecki & Mary Nee
Nancy Pollock
Dean & Jo Ann Putz
Keith & Gail Ray
Ron & Esmeralda Reynolds
Daniel & Christine Ribic
Steve Richter
Gene & Jean Roark
Craig Roberts
Jim & Jane Roeber
William Rudolph
Jack Saltes
David Sample
Ellyn Satter
Wayne Schuelke
Barbara Seffrood
Dan Smith
Ellen Stephenson
Kathleen Swanson
Chuck & Karen Tennessen
Neale Tollakson
Yvonne & Roger Turner
Neal & Aileen Weber
Julie Weiskircher
James Wellman
Michael Whaley &  

Gigi La Budde
Cal Williams
Ron & Barbara Wolfe
Delia Wunderlin
James Zanzi
Steven & Marjorie Zwickel
Stephen Zwicky

Driftless Legacy Society

Helen Boley

Ellyn Satter

Mary Trewartha

Susan Trudell
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Announcements www.driftlessconservancy.org

Now that we’ve constructed a public access boardwalk, 
it’s easy for you to experience the wildlife and beautiful  
scenery of Erickson Wetlands! 

Come for the field trips and stay for Argyle’s 75th  Annual Fish Fry! 

Stay in the know... Sign up for Discover Driftless and get the latest on local conservation news, programs and issues. This free eNews 
will come just once a month, so don’t worry, we won’t flood your inbox. Visit www.driftlessconservancy.org to register today. Also, 
please share your thoughts and see what we’re up to by liking us on Facebook! (www.facebook.com/driftlessconservancy)

Making Your Land the Best It Can Be
Land Management Workshop ~ Argyle, WI 
September 13, 2014

Learn from the experts, including outdoor walks and demonstrations, about a variety of land 
management topics from invasive species removal, wetland and stream habitat, oak management, 
plant and animal identification, grant programs and land protection options. 

Experience Wetland Wonders!
Erickson Wetlands Open House ~ Argyle, WI
Saturday June 28, 2014 from 12:30 to 4:30 PM

Want to stay up to date with the latest Driftless news?

Stay tuned to our website —  

www.driftlessconservancy.org 

EMAIL katie@driftlessconservancy.org 

CALL 608.930.3252 for more details

Connecting Kids to Nature
Registration is Open for Year Two of Our Driftless Explorers Club
If you have or know of kids ages 7-12 that could use more time in nature, check out our Driftless 
Explorers Club!  Between June and August this summer we’re partnering with the Aldo Leopold 
Nature Center (ALNC) to host four weeks of our Driftless Explorers Club.

A number of scholarships are available. For more information CALL 608.930.3252 or  
EMAIL dave@driftlessconservancy.org. For more details or to sign-up VISIT ALNC’s website. 
You can change a child’s life by getting them into nature! 

For more details: 

VISIT www.driftlessconservancy.org

CALL 608.930.3252 

EMAIL scott@driftlessconservancy.org 


